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The following represent the personal opinicms and attitutes of Alexander
Svoles (SK-ELD) in regard to various situations az they exist today:

Foailion Ressrding the General Sifwstion in Gresce

1. in she opinlon of Alexender Svoloc. the reastionary stend of the present
Govermment presages great dangers for the future. . The persecution, under
Tarions guises (exile, exclusion from civil service. efec.) of nersons vwho
are not Commnieta snd who cennod be nccused of any subversive sct whate
ever, may well hatress & large part of the Greek population for s lonz tive
w0 come, and the country nay s%till remain divided even when the legnl
fovernment gmins control over the sltuation.

Tne nresent Government and its administration cught 4o restore rosl equalisy
meong cltizens who are nelthor Communists nor ragponsible for illegal
revolutionary activities. I% would be especlally desirable, Svolos fels,
after the restoration of tranquillity 4in the country, $o oreate an atmos-
ghare which would imbue all citizens (vhathar belonging to the left or
right wing) with a deep sentiment which would mt an end %o aots of

vévenge endangering propevty. family snd life as well.

Lositlon Besrrding Recent KXG Decislons  °

B the recent KKE communiques which hsve bzen pade public regarding the fate
2f Greek Masedonla will huve & fainl effect ugon the Party snd itz future
in Greece. Juet as during the period of 3924-1936,. when KKE sdopted a
similar position in favor of the "Catholls (sic - Usiversal, or Integral?)
“ndependenas of Macedonia®.

4. This communinue was somewhat of a shock, as no Oraek belonging to any party
ox of any ideology can accept the mutilation of national serritory. The
sintement of KKE in resard to Macedonis hag opened a chasm between the
‘aaders of this Perty snd the rent of the nation. ’

Ea I% 18 certain that the sentiments of smoms of thoss who are fighting in
© the front lines epalnst the lagal Government of Creece have changel. The
“ntegrity of matlonal territory sghould be an absolute Bine _aus non,
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Eosition Resarding the Frosent Goverament
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The present Covermment is not reactionary by nsture. HNHothing pravents 1%,

or its top men, from following liberal policiss. They do not follow them,

however, or make any efforte towards this end. The Soclalist meabers of

the ALD Party have frequently been persecuted snd exiled. BRigh% now there f
iz 8%ill a significant numbsr of ELD %rade union members in exilse. EID E
has taken and is s$111 taking steps to help them. ' f

The Government has an extreordinary opportunity, following the recent AKB

declaration, %o demonstrate to thoge in exile s mere conciliatory polisy,

and thus %o unite people whose patriotic reaction sgainst the KEKE declara~
tilong hag bsen a vholesome ¢ns. The Government has not, up $o the present
5ime, done anyihing in this spirit.

In the face of this negligence on the part of the present Govermment, another
soluiion mst be sought for the future. The best thing would be the forme-
tion of a “Democratic Front" ox, 4n order %0 avoid using %he term "Front®,
which has an wifnwtunate connotation, the formation of a "Unlon® ¢r a "Demo-
cratic Mobilization® in the form of a *hird force®, incluiding all the
progreceive foress Of the country, but execluding the Comsmnlsts.™

this “Democratic Unlon" will extend to the left wing (including various
Socinlist groupe among the Frogreseives of Tecudercs), %o the entourage of
#aparal Flastiras, to the hine men wio signed the cable %o Evatt, and %0

all those belonging to the Iibaral Parties of Sefoulls and Venizolos, as
wall a8 t0 those in the Populist Party, who might desirs to participate

in she "Demooratic Mobilization®. (Svolos mentionsd the example of a
Populist Membar of Parliament for lamia, whoss moderation and good-will are
such that he might be a membar of the "Democratic Mobllizetion®.) '

The formatlon of o "Democratic Union” is right now the primary objective

of the BLD, and the greatest parsonsl desire of Svolos. This Unlon®

conld ba realized elther through a cloms collaboration of the parties and

groups or throwgh pet hurting the feellnzs of ths parties {(sic). The

fUnion® could be formed as a sort of a mobvllization of distinguished

persons belonging %o the various groups and pariies; however, their

analgemstion within $he frame of such e "Democratic Union® would pot have

any effactive stzength unless agresmente are made with a mmber of Social~ i
ist groups which are now independent of ELD, !

An amalgamstion of ELD with the Progressive Party of Tsouderos is an ides
proposed by some impartisl observers who are well-informed as %0 the

Zreek peychology. 1t 1e, bowever, not only an uneitailnable proposal, bnt

a futile one ag well, for putting a Socialiet label on a psrty corresponi-
ing to the Radlcal-Soclalist Pavrty of Frence would only etrengthen Commoniem,
since a vacuum would be oreated which would have to be filled by a real
Sucizlist Party. The existence of a pure Socialist Party op the politidgsl
scene 1n Grescs is nsceseary, tut the oxlsteonce of a progrmssive bourgeois
democratic party should not keep thess two partles from closely collabore-

%7 1f7e

Zhe idea of forming a “Democratic Union’ has boen %he objective of the BLD
for the past year or so, and was spproved without reservations by ths
represendtatives cf‘GOMZSGO during their wislt to Greeco in February 1949.

Zoedtion Beeerding tha indepepdent Sogislist Srouns

i3

iIrp principle Svolos is well-disposed towards such groups, naturally so
towards those which remeined purely Soclalist, such as the Independent
Seclelist groups of Pepaicanncu and Beonomou.
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Goorge Bconomon creatsd soms dimaatisfaoction in the ranks of BLD by the
stand which he took at the itimo of his withdrawal from EAN 1a 1944,

At that tlme Economou and Ioannou Passslides formed a Socialist Party
which in reality vee created by the Communiste, and which was lncoxrporated
in%o BAM as a counterwsight %o, and in order to neutralize, ELD. Svolos
commented that Economou's conduct was somswhat injuricus to ElU; howvever,
such minor dissatisfaotion and irritntions should rot create serlous
opposition.

Svolos statad that his Parsy dld not expact amslgamation of the typs
achieved between FLD and SKE during the occcupation, an smalgamation
which was 80 complete that thelr membere today can no longsr remsmber
thaeir origin, nor doas it make any difference. Such amalgemation hes
1i%%le chance of being achieved with the Indepsndent Socisllist Group
(2S0C), AS0 is composed of members who, at o glven moment, will abandon
EID, “slamming the door behind them". Howewer, Svolos declared, all
this cannot possibly prevent the reallizatlon of an epproach betwsesn
persons inspirsd by the sams ideology. Any mmber of ways can be found
%0 realize a rapprochement which would quickly result in & definite amal-
sgamatlon.

Losltion Reesazdineg the Union of Grasce with the Upited Stnjes of Sonthers Furoue

16.

1?0

This movament was initially conceived by COMISCO, amd some prograss towarda
ite realization ves made; but later, because of some opposition from the
British liabor Party, this matter had no further result. The ldes of the
movement for a United States of Southern Burope was taken up agsin, no$ by
the Soclalist perties thomselves, but by individval membars end loaders of
the partiss {such as Marceseu and Pivert in Francoe).

When COMISCO was asked by BEID as to its stand $owards this movement, a
roply was finally given, without enthuslasm, thet the Party was left free
%0 act as 1% wished., From this Svolos concludsfd that the Greek Union for
a Unitod States of Southern Furope offered sultable grouand for useful
sontacts between the progressives of the various partice, tubt not o "move-
ment® which ELD covld adopt, in view of the reserved stand of COMISCO and
aspeclally of the British Labor Party.

Yiswe in Resard to the Americsns and the Brifish

18.

19,

The Britieh are in the position of "god-father® to the present Greek
Soveroment. Consequently it is difficult for them, under the present
circumstances, to favor the formatlion of a broader Socialist Party, a
“Democratic Mobllization", or any other action looking towsrds the
ereation of orsanized opposition to the preésoni Govermment.

For this remson Svolos did not contact the amocredited British and
American reprezentatives in Greece. He would rather sesk fto contact
those members of the British Labor FParty who comes to Greece (such as,
for example, Dennis Healy, who hed recently arrived). Through their
interveniion Svolos hopes %o initiate negobiations with the ruling
circles of the Lebor Party which, aocording to him, has commanding
influence in COMISCO circles.

Svolos msid that he would be happy if the Socialist parties of the
Westorn Huropean couvntries, especially the Sccianlist Party of France,
would help towards the reslization of a "Democrsiic Unlon”. The faot

is, he adied, the forelen partles ere walting for some sign of inltintive
from the Gresks themselves hafors supporting them, while the Greeks ex-
pect the foreign Scclalist parties P40 hold their foot so that they
could put 1% in the stirrup®, veory much like s vicicus cirole.

CONFBENHAL.
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21, Svelos, however, believes that the French Socislist Party could render
invalvable help 1T it would eend some of 1t& members ¢o Gresce %o conteot
the Creek Secialists. It would also help if the French Soclalist Party
would attempt on a large scale ( through the press, radio, or lecturss)
%o cultivate the 1dea of forming a "third politlcal force" in Greece;
et 1s o say, a "Democratic Union®, which alons, in Svolos! opiniom,
could wnite and, little by little, aid %he peaceful political bzlance
in Gresce in one of two election camnalens.

25X1A6a »
Comment: It 1s interesting, in this conmection, to
note similar ref co to a "third force® made by Gregery
Eosimatis &

m{ CONTROL ~ U.5. OFFICIALS ONLY

Approved For Release 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002700490004-9



